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Radio Address to the Nation on the
Economic Program
February 13, 1993

Good afternoon, my fellow Americans. On
Wednesday night I will present my plan to
generate jobs and increase the incomes of
the American people. This morning I want
to talk with you for a few moments about
that program, its goals, and the thinking that
went into it.

As I have traveled our country over the
last year and a half, a single theme has
emerged repeatedly from all of you in every
region and from every walk of life. That
theme is the need for change, bold, com-
prehensive change to reverse the trickle-
down policies of the 1980’s and restore the
vitality of the American dream.

Over the last 12 years, while the middle
class saw their tax burdens rise and their in-
comes go down, the wealthiest Americans,
whose incomes went up, often by paperwork
manipulation and moving jobs overseas, saw
their taxes go down. Higher deficits came
with lower taxes on the wealthy. And those
deficits forced Government to cut back on
essential services to the middle class, the
working poor, and the neediest Americans.
Good families in embattled neighborhoods
saw their children getting by with outdated
school books, going to school in neighbor-
hoods that were evermore dangerous, while
the wealthiest Americans in protected com-
munities watched their bank books grow.
Our economy suffered through two grinding
recessions, and our job-creating engine
stalled. The status quo simply isn’t working
for working families anymore.

The experts say we’re in a robust economic
recovery. And to be fair, there are some good
signs: our best companies doing better; peo-
ple being able to refinance their homes; and
consumer confidence on the upswing since
the election.

But the jobs just aren’t there yet. The un-
employment rate has been over 7 percent
for 14 months now, and we’re 3 million jobs
behind where we ordinarily would be in a
real economic recovery. That’s why change
is so important. And the risk of doing the
same old thing is far higher than the cost
of change. If we don’t change, the American

economy and the living standards of our
broad middle class will continue to decline,
and many of us and most of our children will
not enjoy the standard of living that past
Americans have.

Change is never easy. It requires us to for-
sake the old order and to embrace a new
one. Change means asking everyone to pull
his or her own weight for the common good.
But change is our only choice.

Under my economic program, we will
build an America where even the most privi-
leged pay their fair share, not because we
want to soak the rich but because we want
to stop soaking the middle class and ask ev-
erybody to bear a fair share of the load; an
America where the most impoverished move
off welfare and go back to work; an America
where middle class families who work hard
and play by the rules are rewarded in their
own lives and can pass on to their children
a more prosperous future than they inherited
from their parents; and yes, an America
where Government is not immune from the
sacrifices it asks of our people.

Just this week I cut the White House staff
by 25 percent and saved $10 million com-
pared to the budgets of my predecessors. I’ve
ordered further administrative cuts in Fed-
eral Departments and Agencies of $9 billion
over the next 4 years, with more to follow
from tough and smart management.

I’m also ordering an investigation into the
enormous cash bonuses paid to officials of
the departing administration. In some cases
it was done just minutes before I was sworn
into office. While I deeply admire the dedi-
cated members of our Federal services, we
simply cannot have extravagant payments
made to departing bureaucrats and political
cronies at a time when most people are tight-
ening their belts.

If Government is going to ask the Amer-
ican people to contribute, it must lead by
example and learn to do more while spending
less. That is a challenge I have embraced and
one I will present to the Congress on
Wednesday.

Next, we will take the battle to the special
interests. We will demand that those who see
the Tax Code as a table game to be won rath-
er than a social compact to be respected pay
their fair share of taxes. I will keep my pledge
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to restore fairness to the Tax Code. We will
raise taxes on the wealthiest individuals and
companies in our society. That will be one
of their contributions to create the high-skill,
high-wage economy that we seek. And I will
say to the drug companies, the insurance
companies, and the others who profit from
the status quo, they must join our cause to
make comprehensive reforms in our medical
care system. The time has come for all Amer-
icans to have affordable health care, a real
chance at a healthy life.

In return for these contributions, we are
determined to create long-term, good-paying
private sector jobs. We will encourage the
development of new technologies and find
markets for them all across America and
around the world. We will provide special
incentives to new businesses and small busi-
nesses to create the jobs of the future. We
will lower their costs of capital so they can
expand and succeed. We will upgrade the
skills of the long-term unemployed and the
rest of our work force. And when military
cutbacks hurt our enterprises, we’ll help de-
fense workers to find new careers and to con-
tinue productive lives.

That’s what my plan is all about: a leaner,
more efficient, more responsive Govern-
ment; a ladder of contribution that demands
the most from those who have the most; in-
vestment incentives to help businesses build
for the future and create jobs for all Ameri-
cans; education and training to prepare work-
ers and students for new jobs in a new econ-
omy; a reformed medical system that restores
peace of mind to family life; an America
where every citizen has a right to a pros-
perous economy and a shared patriotic stake
in the work to make it grow.

That is a program for economic change
you have justly demanded. Now it’s time for
all Americans to join the cause and embrace
the change. It is time to restore the American
dream.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:06 p.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Proclamation 6528—American Heart
Month, 1993
February 14, 1993

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Approximately every 34 seconds, someone

in the United States dies of some form of
heart and blood vessel disease. Heart attack,
stroke, and other cardiovascular diseases kill
nearly one million Americans every year.

Heart diseases and stroke exact an incal-
culable toll in human pain and suffering.
More than 70 million Americans, young and
old, currently suffer from one or more forms
of cardiovascular disease. Stroke is the lead-
ing cause of serious disability and the third
leading cause of death in the United States.
Heart diseases and stroke also cost our Na-
tion more than $117 billion in terms of health
care expenses and lost productivity.

The Federal Government, through the
National Heart, Lung, and Blood Institute,
and the American Heart Association have
spent millions of dollars on research into car-
diovascular diseases and educational pro-
grams. That investment was greatly enhanced
by the dedicated efforts of the Association’s
3.7 million volunteers.

We know how important it is to educate
people, particularly young people, about the
use of tobacco products. We also know that
controlling blood pressure, eating a diet low
in fat and cholesterol, and exercising regu-
larly are all prudent ways of reducing the risk
of cardiovascular disease.

Advances in both the treatment and the
prevention of heart and blood vessel diseases
have resulted in great progress. From 1980
to 1990 age-adjusted death rates from heart
attack declined 32.6 percent and during the
same years the death rate from stroke
dropped 32.4 percent.

Although significant progress has been
made in the struggle to overcome cardio-
vascular diseases, we must not become com-
placent. We must strengthen and renew our
commitment to winning this battle.
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